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Governance in Africa: 
Elections, Politics and 
Civil Society 

In 2019, several major African countries 
are holding general or presidential elec-
tions, including Nigeria, South Africa, Mo-
zambique und Senegal. Elections are vol-
atile junctures in African politics and in 
many instances allow compelling insights 
into the relation between state and socie-
ty. In this course, elections serve as a point 
of departure for an engagement with the 
key structures and processes that consti-
tute governance and politics.

Participants develop a thorough under-
standing of key concepts of governance, 
engage with the role of different actors in-
volved in politics and appreciate different 
approaches to political order and transfor-
mation. In particular, the course addresses 
democratization processes in various Afri-
can states, civil society agency in different 
settings as well as governance in fragile 
and conflict-affected contexts. 
  
 
Key themes:
• Key concepts of governance
• Myths and meanings of the state 
• Elections and democratization
• The role of civil society actors
• Governance in fragile contexts

This course is part of the Certificate of Ad-
vanced Studies (CAS) in African Affairs.
www.zasb.unibas.ch/en/cas

This course is part of the Certificate of Advanced 
Studies (CAS) in African Affairs offered by the 
Centre for African Studies Basel.
www.zasb.unibas.ch/en/cas


