CROSSROADS
Conference

Cultural well-being is an essen-
tial part of the overall well-
being of any society. It means
more than heritage preservation.
Artists function as mirrors, inter-
preters, critics, educators, buil-
ders and forerunners of society.
Their practice has the potential
to provide some answers to the
accelerated increase of global
challenges and complexities —
be they environmental, econo-
mic, political or social in nature.
Based on numerous examples,
the conference intends to shed
light on this crucial role played
by the arts and the associated
challenges they face, and discuss
how supporting institutions can
respond to these challenges.

The conference will be held in English. Subscriptions and further
information on the programme and speakers/moderators will be provided
in January 2018 at prohelvetia.ch/crossroads

Registration & coffee: 08.30 - 09.00

THU 08/02

09.00-09.50
Opening address

10.00-11.30
Cultural rights under pressure -
a contemporary arts perspective

While cultural rights are widely understood as a universal human right,
the degree to which they are acknowledged and upheld varies greatly
from one place to another. They include access to and participation

in cultural activities, cultural diversity and freedom of expression, and
their observance has a direct impact on the world of contemporary
arts. What role does or could international support play in protecting
these rights?

12.45-14.15
How to talk about what no one
wants to talk about?

Demographic, ethnic, religious and sexual minorities are faced with
marginalisation, violence and the suppression of their histories. These
topics are highlighted in the work of many critical artists today.
Varying (political) contexts require distinct strategies and formats

to make these issues accessible to a broader audience. What are

such strategies and what obstacles do artists face when taking up
such issues?

14.45-16.15
Arts, politics and power

Art and politics are closely intertwined. Artists are often important
critical voices in the arena of political discourse, with the arts
functioning as a means to challenge conformist narratives and dominant
discourse. By proposing alternative perspectives, they can call into
question our habitual political views and practice.

FRI 09/02

09.00-10.30
Creating safe spaces: the grounds
of independent arts

In contexts characterised by a severe lack of space to create and
showcase artistic work, or where institutions limit the access

to a selected few, many artists choose informal or public spaces to
share their work. This appropriation of space often creates

new infrastructures, audiences, networks and scenes, beyond formal
structures.

11.00-12.30

The digital realm - risks and
opportunities involved in occupying
virtual space

Digital - or virtual - space has fundamentally reconfigured the realms
of communication, knowledge management and building networks.

It also offers a variety of possihilities for artistic production and for
the diffusion of art. How is this space to be navigated and what are the
risks and opportunities involved?

13.45-15.15
Arts and development policy:
how do they connect?

Why is the support of an independent, dynamic arts scene a valuahle
objective in development cooperation? What are the challenges

and what hest practices exist? How can development cooperation
contribute to an independent arts sector and how can the underlying
policies be optimised? What should he considered when supporting
artists internationally?

15.45-16.15
Closing session
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How do artists find
and live their calling? Mats Staub lets audiences hear 25 real-life stories. What
they have in common is a residency offered by Pro-Helvetia. artist-working-title.net

ENGLISH FREE ADMISSION

CE

An actress intro-
duces herself and plays a part from her repertoire. Audition, performance or
reenactment? A spatial installation with emotions - genuine and put on. A piece about
work, representation, repetition, reality and fiction.

ENGLISH FREE ADMISSION

Ntando Cele turns theitables on - white-
theatre’s blackfacing tradition. Her alter ego Bianca White,sharp as a knife, delights in
driving home the prejudices black people are exposed te.

ENGLISH

Musicians from
South Africa and Switzerland join up and bring to life sounds of the diverse jazz scene
pulsating between Cape Town and Johannesburg.

FREE ADMISSION

ADMISSION THROUGHOUT

ADMISSION THROUGHOUT

>

PINK MONEY spotlights the LGBTI+ community’s purchasing
power. Who spends money, who gets it, and at what price? Performance, party and protest
in one - queer and international.

ENGLISH

5 countries, 5 on-site reports,
1 special edition. REPORTAGEN and Pro Helvetia sent Swiss authors on a journey with a
mission. Jonas Liischer.sheds light on the circumstances and events leading to his
report from Cairo.

MODERATED BY

Cairo meets Basel and
Geneva: Innovative sounds from the Egyptian underground withhands, live electronica and
DJs from Cairo and Basels tés

Curated by

With nine essays and twelve artist portraits, the
book ‘Tilt Pause Shift: Dance Ecologies in India’ reveals the profusion of Indian dance
production - for the public in general as well as scholars of dance. A book presentation
and a talk with Mandeep Raikhey and Nicole Seiler.

ENGLISH FREE ADMISSION

IN/FLUX is a three-part
compilation of highly diverse experimental films spotlighting urban culture and imaginary
worlds from an African perspective. Including a live performance by Lerato Shadi.

ENGLISH FREE ADMISSION ADMISSION THROUGHOUT

&

‘Queen Size’ takes audiences directly to
love’s most intimate location - the bedroom. The dance performance explores the intimacy
shared by two men in India - a country where the law pronounces their love a crime.

ADMISSION THROUGHOUT

A South African
club night full of innovative dance music with bands and DJs from the pulsating music
scenes of Johanneshurg and Durban.

Curated by

'Feé:r'énd‘bnrdérfén_ces in the West in response
Arab world: ‘Still in Paradise’ shows up the divide between

to fundamenté\-ﬁ’sm__m_ . I
the two worlds. ‘Ju"sﬁj\\ t’ meets ‘Inshallah’l

ENGLISH

Co-produced hy

further information at

Single entry ‘Day ticket
Advance hooking:

Advance booking and prices

CROSSROADS
Conversations

THU 08/02

1700-18.30

Residencies and international
co-production: the role of location
change in artistic creation

Artists today operate within a context of ever growing internationali-
sation and globalisation, and hence need to connect internationally. The
CROSSROADS programme presents different examples of international
collahoration. What do they mean for the artists involved? Were they
sometimes ‘forced’ to participate to secure funding from a sponsor who
insisted on a specific type of collaboration? Residencies provide

a deeper understanding of ‘other’ contexts. What role do they play in

an artist’s career? Are residencies essential for meaningful international
collaboration? Under what conditions are they heneficial?

FRI 09/02

1700 -18.30

Navigating between mandate and
local realities — Pro Helvetia

liaison offices and European cultural
agencies abroad

Even where the overall (national) mandate is clear, the process of
implementing it is strongly influenced by specific local conditions and
circumstances. Cultural, social and religious sensibilities, potential
conflicts, stakeholder groups, local history and the current political
climate must all be taken into consideration. In this light, this panel looks
at the Pro Helvtia liaison offices, their impact, the opportunities they
provide and the challenges they face.

SAT10/02

1700 -18.30
Investing in the arts abroad:

What's in it for Switzerland?

Today’s global political climate is a multi-layered affair. If populist
tendencies are on the rise, then so are initiatives embracing diversity and
interculturality. In what ways could a substantial international arts
exchange programme, outside the big international art fairs, give a hoost
to the Swiss arts scene and contribute to a better understanding of

hoth local and global dynamics in a changing world?

The conversations will be held in English. Free admission. No subscription needed.
Meeting point at the Kaserne Basel ticket office 10 min hefore the start.

Further information on the programme and speakers/moderators will be provided in
January 2018 at prohelvetia.ch/crossroads




