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Dr Fernanda Pinto de Almeida received a PhD in History in 2020 and is currently a 
postdoctoral fellow at the Centre for Humanities Research at the University of the Western 
Cape in Cape Town, South Africa. She has written on mass media, the formation of cultural 
publics and the intersections of aesthetics, state planning and urban imaginaries. 
 
Professor William Beinart is emeritus Professor, St Antony’s College, University of Oxford 
and formerly Director of the African Studies Centre. His publications include The Rise of 
Conservation in South Africa (2003), Environment and Empire (2007) with Lotte 
Hughes; Prickly Pear (2011) with Luvuyo Wotshela, African Local Knowledge & Livestock 
Health (2013) with Karen Brown, Rights to Land with Peter Delius and Michelle Hay, and 
The Scientific Imagination in South Africa (2021) with Saul Dubow. A co-edited book on 
Land, Law and Chiefs has recently been published by Wits University Press. 
 
Dr Sara Rich Dorman, originally from Canada, teaches African Politics at the University of 
Edinburgh. She is a former editor of African Affairs and currently Senior Editor of JSAS. She 
has published in a range of journals including JSAS, African Affairs, Nations and Nationalism 
and Citizenship Studies, and published a monograph on Zimbabwean politics in 2016.  
 
Mr Christian Harris is a Chief Legal Officer in the Ministry of Justice of the Republic of 
Namibia. He holds a B. Juris, LL.B. and LL.M. from the University of Namibia, where he is 
currently a Ph.D. candidate and lectures part-time in the Faculty of Law. He is also an alumni 
of the International Tribunal for the Law of the Sea, Hamburg, Germany. At the Ministry of 
Justice, he serves on the Inter-Ministerial Committee on Human Rights and International 
Humanitarian Law, and has assisted in drafting a number of national human rights reports. 
His academic interests include the development of African languages, indigenous people’s 
rights, Environmental Law and justice, Law of the Sea, international politics and human rights. 
 
Dr Dag Henrichsen is a Namibian historian based at the Basler Afrika Bibliographien in 
Switzerland. He teaches at the University of Basel and has published widely on Namibian 
history and southern African audio-visual archive themes. 
 
Mr Werner Hillebrecht studied chemistry and qualified as a nurse before switching to an 
information science career. He worked for the Centre for African Studies (CAS/CASS) of 
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Bremen University (1986-1991) and moved to Namibia in 1990, where he worked for the 
National Archives, the National Library, and again for the National Archives until retirement 
in 2015. Since 40 years, he is involved in registering library and archival resources about 
Namibia world-wide, and has used over 100 libraries and archives in Europe and Africa. 
Since his retirement, he works as a history and heritage consultant, in close cooperation 
with the National Archives and the Museums Association of Namibia.  
 
Dr Marja Hinfelaar is the Director of Research and Programs at Southern African Institute 
for Policy and Research (SAIPAR), Lusaka, Zambia and Honorary Research Fellow at the 
Global Development Institute of the University of Manchester. She received her PhD in 
History (Utrecht, 2001). Her work focuses on post-colonial political history and state-church 
relations. Marja is on the advisory board of JSAS and the Zambia Social Science Journal. She 
has been resident in Zambia since 1997.  
 
Mr Phanuel Kaapama lectures in Politics, Governance and Development Studies in the 
Department of Political and Administrative Studies at the University of Namibia, where until 
recently he had the privilege of serving as Head of Department. His primary areas of 
research and professional interest are development theory and practice, with particular 
focus on restorative justice and land rights in post(neo)colonial African settings. He 
served as Deputy Chairperson of the Presidential Commission of Inquiry into Ancestral Land 
Rights, Claims and Restitution, whose report was released in early 2021, and was a member 
of the Namibian team engaged in bilateral negotiations with the Federal Republic of 
Germany on the 1904 Herero and Nama Genocide, Apology and Reparation (2016–2021).  
 
Dr Jill Kinahan is the University of Namibia Press publisher with a special interest in 
encouraging aspiring writers and publishing in indigenous languages. With a PhD from 
Uppsala University, she is also a Namibian historical archaeologist and maintains her 
research interests in early contact and trade on the Namib coast. 
 
Ms Madeleine Heming Markey is a Portfolio Manager on the Area Studies editorial team 
at Routledge, Taylor & Francis. She has managed the African Studies list for 11 years and 
works closely with her counterparts in the Cape Town office. 
 
Sindi-Leigh McBride is a PhD candidate at the Centre for African Studies of the University 
of Basel and a scholarship holder of a Swiss Government Excellence Scholarship for Foreign 
Scholars (ESKAS). Previously, she earned MA degrees in International Relations (University of 
the Witwatersrand, 2011) and Political Communication (University of Cape Town, 2015). She 
has worked as a researcher in the private, non-profit and public sectors in South Africa and 
her essays, art writing and short stories have appeared in Africa is a Country, Kalahari Review, 
New Frame and more. Her research and writing focuses on the nexus between international 
development, mediated communication and culture. 
 
Rufaro Hamish Mushonga recently completed his doctoral studies at the Center for Applied 
Social Sciences (CASS), University of Zimbabwe. His research interests include mobility and 
integration, urban geography and informality. His research focused on integration and wealth 
accumulation among migrants, under the Andrew W. Mellon Foundation Research Project on 
‘Mobility and Sociality in Africa’s Emerging Urban’, a scholarly response to the unprecedented 
levels of urbanisation and mobility in the Global South, driven by conflict, ambition and re-
spatialising economies. 
 
Dr Ellen Namhila is Pro-Vice Chancellor for Administration and Finance at the University of 
Namibia and a former Director of the Namibia Library and Archives Service. She is a 
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historian whose PhD investigates the profound effects of colonialism on record-keeping at 
the National Archives of Namibia. Her books include Mukwahepo; Kaxumba kaNdola: Man 
and Myth; and Tears of Courage, all based on interviews with Namibians in the struggle for 
independence, and the autobiographical The Price of Freedom. 
 
Dr Lovisa Tegelela Nampala holds a PhD in History, focusing on migrant labour in Namibia 
1915–1954, from the University of Western Cape. She has been involved in a number of 
historical research projects in collaboration with the University of Namibia, the Namibian 
Ministry of Environment and Tourism, and the Museums Association of Namibia, on whose 
executive board she has served. She has also been active in other museum initiatives, 
including Nakambale Museum and Onandjokwe Medical Museum. Besides her academic 
career, Lovisa also acts as headmistress of the Uukelo Combined School in northern Namibia, 
where she teaches History and Social Studies. 
 
Dr Helena Pérez Niño is a Lecturer in Political Economy of Development at the Centre for 
Development Studies, University of Cambridge. She received her PhD from SOAS, University 
of London with a dissertation on the social relations of production in export agriculture in the 
Mozambique-Malawi borderland. Helena was an ESRC postdoctoral fellow at SOAS; a 
research fellow at the Institute for Poverty, Land and Agrarian Studies (PLAAS) in the 
University of Western Cape in South Africa as well as a visiting researcher at the Institute of 
Social and Economic Studies (IESE) in Mozambique. She serves on the editorial boards of 
the Journal of Agrarian Change and the Journal of Southern African Studies. 
 
Dr Lotti Nkomo is a postdoctoral fellow with the International Studies Group, University of 
the Free State. He obtained his PhD from the same institution in 2019 and started his 
fellowship in the same year. His interests are in Zimbabwe’s post-independence diplomatic 
and political relations with South Africa, a central subject of his PhD thesis, as well as 
Zimbabwe’s domestic political dynamics, with emphasis on the relationship between chiefs 
and government in the post-independence era. As an emerging scholar working towards his 
first publications, based on his PhD and MA research, Lotti is keen on collaborative work with 
other emerging scholars. 
 
Dr Sishuwa Sishuwa is a Postdoctoral Research Fellow in the Institute for Democracy, 
Citizenship and Public Policy in Africa at the University of Cape Town, and a Lecturer in 
Modern History at the University of Zambia, with teaching and research interests in 19th and 
20th century African History. He obtained his DPhil in History from the University of Oxford 
and has published widely on identity politics, civil society, historical biography, and elections. 
His article, “‘A White Man Will Never Be a Zambian’: Racialised Nationalism, the Rule of Law, 
and Competing Visions of Independent Zambia in the Case of Justice James Skinner, 1964–
1969”, was awarded the 2020 Terence Ranger Prize for the best article by an author who 
has not previously been published in the Journal of Southern African Studies.   
 
Ms Annapaula Vakamuena is a Media Studies graduate from the University of Namibia 
with an Honours Degree. From 2013–2016, she was the editor for a monthly national 
magazine called Vision 2030. She also worked for the National Art Gallery of Namibia as a 
Communications and Marketing Officer and recently joined the publishing industry as the 
Editor for the University of Namibia Press. 
 
Professor Dennis Walder is of German Swiss parentage and was born and brought up in 
Cape Town.  He left while still a student, eventually taking up a Research Fellowship at 
Edinburgh University and completing a PhD on Dickens. Writing and broadcasting for the 
Open University, where he became Head of Department and Professor of Literature, he is 
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now an Emeritus Professor.  A frequent reviewer and author of publications on Victorian, 
modern and postcolonial literatures, his Postcolonial Nostalgias: Writing, Representation and 
Memory came out in 2013.  He has been a co-editor of the Journal of Southern African 
Studies for several years. 
 
Dr Marion Wallace has been working with colleagues in Namibia, Southern Africa, 
Switzerland and the UK to organise the Early Career Writing Workshop. She holds a 
doctorate in Namibian history and writes on Namibian and West African history and African 
Studies librarianship. She is currently Lead Curator, Africa at the British Library. 
 
 
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
The Early Career Writing Workshop is a partnership of the University of Namibia, the Journal 
of Southern African Studies and the Centre of African Studies, University of Basel. Additional 
funding is provided by the British Academy’s Writing Workshops Programme, supported 
under the UK Government's Global Challenges Research Fund, and the Mopane Trust. 


