
 

  

Call for Panels 
Black In/Visibilities Contested 
4 – 6 July, 2019 
 
The 7th Biennial Network Conference: “Afroeuropeans: Black 
In/Visibilities Contested” is an important platform for the production of 
knowledge in the pertinent field of transdisciplinary research on racism, 
black cultures and identities in Europe. It also offers the opportunity to 
strengthen and widen networks between scholars, activists and artists that 
question structural racism and are critically engaged with the production of 
postcolonial knowledge on european blackness and the african diaspora. 
This dialogue and networking is promoted through keynotes and panels, 
round-tables, individual speakers and artistic and cultural activities. 
 
The title of the conference incorporates the tensions, ambiguities and 
paradoxes of Blackness in Europe. At the same time as black histories, 
cultures and social conditions are made invisible in hegemonic accounts 
on Europe, there is a hypervisibility and presence of black stereotyping in 
European popular culture. Also, while the concept of race has largely 
disappeared from political, sociological and administrative discourses (in 
continental Europe), and while the disengagement with institutional and 
structural racism has been reframed in new capitalist post racial rhetorics, 
racial markers still have currency, and black bodies continue to be invoked 
as either tolerated guests at best, or threatening intruders at worst. The 
consequence is the practice of “embodying an identity that is declared 
impossible even though lived by millions”, namely as non-white Europeans, 
and specifically as Black Europeans. This identity has become even more 
conditioned by a new mainstreaming of right-wing discourses and the 
tightening immigrant and refugee policies that affect people of African 
descent. 
 
The conference addresses not only these relations of domination, and 
racial modes of exclusion, but engages primarily with the continuous 
contestations and resistance these in/visibilites have gone by. We turn our 
gaze to the disregarded histories and cultures, and inquire past, new and 
continuous forms of Afroeuropean political, social, cultural and artistic 
interventions and resistance. This implies taking into account the different 
positionalities within European Blackness, linked for instance to diasporic 
origins, language, gender, social class, citizenship status, sexuality, 
dis/abilities, as well as the varying geo-spatial and post-colonial historical 
formations. 
 



 

  

Call for Panels 
 
The organizing committee of the 7th Biennial Network Conference seeks 
panel contributions that speak to one or more of the following agendas: 
  
> Black Europe at its Intersections: 
Panels should reflect the various axis of difference that co-structure Black 
European cultures and identities. We especially welcome panels that reflect on 
gender and sexuality, such as black women, LGBTIQ communities, but also 
about black masculinities and femininities, their conditionings, networks and 
forms of resistance. 
  
> Afroeuropeans in the Arts and the Mediasphere: 
Panels in this thematic area should address the multiple artistic and media 
expressions (literature, visual arts, aesthetics, traditional and digital media, etc.) 
of the Black European population, understanding  these practices as spaces of 
creating visibility for black histories, experiences, culture and antiracism.   
 
> Activisms, Resistances and Public Policy in late Capitalist Europe:  
On the one hand, this axis intends to cover the ways in which “colorblind” and 
“Fortress Europe” public policies affect, distort and (in)visibilize the various 
expressions of inequality to which black populations are subjected in times of 
advanced late capitalism. On the other hand, this axis is dedicated to the analysis 
of Afroeuropean social movements (local, regional, national and transnational), 
organizations and practices of contestation and resistance against these policies 
and processes.    
 
> Black Cities: Public Space, Racism, Urban Cultures and Segregation: 
We invite panel proposals that address black racialization in urban life and the 
experiences (and insertions) of people of African descent. We are interested in 
broadening the debate both on the problems that affect black people in the 
contemporary cities – segregation, racism, subalternity, stigmatization, ghetto –, 
as well as analyzing the Afroeuropean interventions into the public space: 
lifestyle, artistic expressions, urban cultures and identities. 
 
> Decolonising Knowledge on Black Europe, African Diaspora and Africa:  
We welcome panels that debate the decolonization of knowledge on Black 
Europe, African Diaspora, Africa and colonial empires, but also the actual 
processes of constructing new contra-hegemonic narratives. 
 
> Theorizing Blackness and Racial Europe: 
Panels in this thematic area address the theoretical questions that shape the 
whole of social relations and the social experience of Afroeuropeans, discussing 
the very definition(s) of Race, Racism, Blackness as well as Whiteness and how 
this co-produces Europe as a spatial-temporal formation. 

SUBMIT PANEL 

 

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfeFY_-YeAQkTx2xEzc8jeQYwJ29mvrUIDnsm7TxT58p_IExA/viewform


 

  

Important dates 
 
Call for Panels: 2 May 2018 - 15 August 2018 
Panels acceptance notification: 15 October 2018 
Call for papers : 1 November 2018 - 31 January 2019 
Papers acceptance notification: 15 March 2019 
Conference: 4 - 6 July 2019 
 
Website: https://afroeuropeans2019.wixsite.com/afroeuropeans2019 
Inscription form here, and for further questions, please send us an e-mail to 
afroeuropeans2019@gmail.com. 
 

Org. 
TEAM 
Carla Fernandes / Afrolis - Cultural Association, Portugal 
Cristina Roldão / CIES-IUL, Portugal 
Jovita dos Santos Pinto / ICFG, Switzerland 
Mojana Vargas / CEA-IUL, Portugal 
Otávio Raposo / CIES-IUL, Portugal 
Pedro Varela / CES-UC, Portugal 
Raquel Lima / CES-UC, Portugal 
Raquel Matias  / CIES-IUL; CES-UC, Portugal 
SCIENTIFIC COMISSION 
Akwugo Emejulu / University of Warwick 
Alexander Weheliye / Northwestern University 
Ana Lúcia Sá / Centro de Estudos Internacionais (CEI-IUL) 
Ana Paula Tavares / Centro de Literaturas e Culturas Lusófonas e Europeias (CLEPUL - FLUL) 
Ana Rita Lopes Alves / Centro de Estudos Sociais (CES-UC) 
António Guterres / Dinâmia-CET 
Carlos Garrido Castellano / Centro de Estudos Comparatistas (CEC-FLUL) 
Derek Pardue / Aarhus University 
Françoise Verges / Collège d'Études Mondiales 
Graça Cordeiro / Centro de Investigação e Estudos de Sociologia (CIES-IUL) 
Inocência Mata / Centro de Estudos Comparatistas (CEC-FLUL) and University of Macau 
Iolanda Évora / Centro de Estudos sobre África, Ásia e América Latina (CESA-ISEG) 
Joacine Katar Moreira / Centro de Estudos Internacionais (CEI-IUL) 
Kwame Nimako / University of Amsterdam 
Leonardo Custódio / University of Tampere 
Maboula Soumahoro / Université François-Rabelais-Tours 
Mamadou Ba / SOS Racismo 
Mark Stein / University of Münster 
Marta Araújo / Centro de Estudos Sociais (CES-UC) 
Miguel Barros / Instituto Nacional de Estudos e Pesquisas da Guiné-Bissau (INEP) 
Miguel Vale de Almeida / Centro em Rede de Investigação em Antropologia (CRIA-IUL) 
Patrícia Purtschert / University of Berne 
Patrick Simon / Institut National d’Études Démographiques (INED) 
Paula Meneses / Centro de Estudos Sociais (CES-UC) 
Paulo Raposo / Centro em Rede de Investigação em Antropologia (CRIA-IUL) 
Peggy Piesche / University Of Bayreuth 
Reddy Wilson / Centro de Produção e Promoção de Conhecimentos (CeProK), Núcleo de Estudos 
Urbanos e Culturais (NEUC) 
Ruth Gilmore / City University of New New York 
Sandra Mateus / Centro de Investigação e Estudos de Sociologia (CIES-IUL) 
Silvia Maeso / Centro de Estudos Sociais (CES-UC) 
Stephen Small / University of California Berkley 
Teju N. Adisa-Farrar / World Unwrapped 
Trica Danielle Keaton / Dartmouth College 
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